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Anniversary
year of 
being a 

Fairtrade 
Town 

As you enter the town, 
the parish gateway 
signage proudly 
announces that this 
is ‘A Fairtrade Town’. 
This status was first 
achieved in 2006 
through the hard work of 
the Fairtrade Leighton-
Linslade steering group 
in partnership with the 
Town Council. 

Sally Seddon, Fairtrade 
Leighton-Linslade 
Chairperson said, 'We 
are delighted to be 
celebrating 15 years as 
a Fairtrade Town. As a 
Fairtrade Town we are 
part of a movement of 
over 600 communities 
in the UK and over 

2,000 across the 
world, proud 

to show our support 
for Fairtrade. Article  
continued on page 4.

The Town Council 
is delighted to have 
been re-accredited 
as a Quality 

Gold Council under an award scheme run by 
the National Association of Local Councils.                     
Read more on page 4.
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Travelling abroad is 
going to be extremely 
difficult for many this 
year and you may have 
decided to enjoy a 
staycation. We are so 
fortunate in Leighton 
Buzzard and Linslade 
to have many parks and 
open spaces to enjoy. 
The popular Splash 
‘n’ Play and Beach 
re-opened in late May 
and with the Café in the 
Park and the Changing 
Places facility, it 
makes Parson’s Close 
Recreation Ground a 
great place to spend the 
day. Don’t forget that 
the park also features 
in the town centre's 
Children’s Trail – you 
can download the map 
on our website. If you 
haven’t already seen 
the exciting plans for 
redeveloping the play 
area to become fully 
accessible, please do 
have a look on the 

Town Council website. 
With restrictions easing, 
the Town Council has 
revised plans for our 
community events so 
they can go ahead 
safely. June saw the 
start of the Music in the 
Park programme which 
will continue through 
to September. We are 
also looking forward to 
a slightly different Big 
Lunch which will be 
held at Parson’s Close 
this year and Films in 
the Paddocks, which 
replaces this year’s 
Linslade Canal Festival. 
At the time of writing 
this, the Council is in 
the process of applying 
for the Government’s 
Welcome Back Fund to 
support the safe return 
to our High Street. We 
have reviewed many 
ideas including how to 
enhance the ambiance 
of the town centre 
and how to support 
businesses.
Following easing of 
restrictions in May, I was 
finally able to invite the 
recipients of the 2021 
Community Volunteer 
Awards scheme and 
their families to the 
White House to receive 

their awards and to 
get the chance to see 
their names on the 
awards board. If you 
know an unsung hero 
who gives their time to 
help others, why not 
nominate them for an 
award - we are now 
inviting nominations for 
the 2022 awards. 
I continue to support 
my chosen charities 
- CHUMS charity, 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support and Home Start 
Central Bedfordshire. 
The past year has 
been hard for charities, 
and many have found 
an increased demand 
for their services. I 
am looking at ways to 
continue my fundraising 
and in the coming 
months hope to have 
some events in the 
calendar, but in the 
meantime, if you are 
able, please support our 
local charities so they 
can continue to serve 
our community. 
Whatever you are doing 
this summer, I wish you 
happy holidays.

Supporting the                            

Mayor's chosen charities
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The easing of COVID-19 
restrictions is a welcome 

sign for so 
many of us, 
and in working 

towards the 
Town Councils 
strategy No. 

27, to support 
the increase in 

leisure opportunities 
for older people, we want 

to make sure those of us who are 55 years 
old and above can participate in our chosen 
leisure activities be it still in the home or out 
and about. 

Do you run a community group or society 
that includes 55 year olds and over? 

Do you want to create 
or expand what you 
can do as a group, 
especially for this age 
group? 
At the time of writing 

the newsletter, the Town Council was exploring 
how it may launch a one-off Grant Fund to 
support local groups who can apply for up to 
£2,000.

Town Councillor Pat 
Carberry was elected 
to join the Council 

at a by-election in 
St. George’s Ward 

on 6 May. Cllr 
Carberry said: 

“I have been 
a public 
servant for 

35 years working as an operational 
firefighter protecting our Leighton-
Linslade community. I am honoured 
the electorate have put their faith 
in me to represent them and be 
their voice on Council. We live in a 
fantastic town and I am committed 
to maintaining its charm and 
making it an even better place for 
the people who live here”.

The following meetings are provisionally scheduled to take 
place during July/August, but this may be subject to change. 
For the latest information about meetings including dates/
times, venue and agenda papers, please visit the Meetings 
page of the Town Council website.

JULY 2021
Mon 05 Personnel Sub Committee
Mon 12 Community Safety Sub Committee
Wed 14 Planning & Transport Committee
Mon 26 South Side Task & Finish Group (1000hrs)
Mon 26 Policy & Finance Committee 
AUGUST 2021
Wed 04 Planning & Transport Committee
Thu 05 Market Sub Committee (1000 hrs)
Thu 19 Older Persons Sub Committee (1000 hrs)
Wed 25 Planning & Transport Committee

NEWS

In place of our much 
loved Canal Festival, 
we are holding a 
free outdoor cinema 
experience at 
Tiddenfoot Waterside 

Park which will take place over Saturday 
31 July and Sunday 1 August. Suitable for 
all of the family, the films will be shown on 
a giant screen over the weekend which 
can be seen clearly during daylight hours. 
Showings include Trolls World Tour, Mary 
Poppins Returns, Bohemian Rhapsody, 
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory (2005) 
and Beauty & the Beast (2017). 

To ensure there is 
space for everyone, a 
free reservation can be 
made from Monday 5 
July, what better way to 
catch up with family and 
friends outdoors with a 
picnic! 

EVENTS

Our programme of summer events is back and although some elements 
may look and feel a little different, some firm favourites remain. 

Linslade
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Our Big Lunch not only has a new 
date, but new timings and a new 
venue too! Taking place on Saturday 
21 & Sunday 
22 August in 
Parson’s Close 

Recreation Ground, where 
a free reservation will also 
be required to attend. A 
variety of world foods along 
with live performances will take place over 3 
sessions, operating over the weekend between 
(1100hrs – 1400hrs) / (1500hrs – 1800hrs) on 
Saturday and (1100hrs – 1400hrs) on Sunday. 
Reservations can be made from Monday 2 
August and seating will be provided.

Throughout the summer, 
our Music in the Park events 

take place on a Sunday afternoon in Parson’s 
Close Recreation Ground, featuring live 
music from local concert, brass and orchestral 
groups. Reservations for the concerts are 
available on a rolling basis from two weeks 
prior to the concert taking place.  
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In search of event 
information or want 
to share yours? 
You are probably aware that 
the Town Council runs a 
number of free community 
events each year, but did you 
know you can also access 
information about other events 
and activities on our website? 

Visit the 'What’s On' section 
and you can find details not 
only about our events, but 

other community events such 
as the Leighton-Linslade 
Carnival. We also have a 
'community noticeboard' 
section where you can find 
details of classes, activities, 
groups and events.

If you’re a local group and 
would like us to add your poster 
to our online noticeboard, 
please send a JPEG to:                                                      
info@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk                                                          
marked 'community 
noticeboard'. 

Download the Buzzard 
Trails app for full 
interactive experience.

For information or to apply for funding go to 
our website: leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/55up 
or email sarah.jewell@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 
Tel. 01525 631920.

Who walked down these 
streets before you ...

This trail captures a glimpse into 
the lives of ordinary townsfolk 

and shares the impact they left 
on the town’s history. What mark 

will you leave?

"Ageing is not lost 
youth but a new 

stage of opportunity 
and strength."         

Betty Friedan

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Reservations for all of our 
events can be made for 
individuals, groups of up to 
6 people or 2 households. 
Bookings can be made at:            
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leighton-linslade                                                      
for individuals and groups 
of up to 6 and a telephone 
reservation service operates 
Monday – Friday, (1400hrs – 
1600hrs) on 01525 631911 
for larger groups from 2 
households and those without 
access to the internet. 
All of the events will take place 
in-line with the government 
restrictions at the time of 
the performance and we 
are monitoring the latest 
government and industry 
guidance on the safe 
re-opening of events. All are 
subject to change at short 
notice.
If restrictions are eased, we will 
look to remove the requirement 
for reservations at the Music in 
the Park events and Big Lunch 
whilst Films in the Paddocks will 
remain a ticketed event.
We look forward to seeing you 
all and welcoming you back to 
our summer events.

http://leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/55up 


Turn your idea into 
your business!
If you have a business idea and you 
are not sure what to do next – we 
can help! Whether it’s a hobby or part 
of your big plan, there are options 
available to you to get your business 
off the ground.

Leighton Buzzard Market offers 
a Start-Up Pitch initiative which 
provides the platform for creating new 
market traders. It gives new and local 
businesses who have not previously 

traded on a market, the 
opportunity to test the 
market with their product. 
You can find out more 
information here.

If you are aged between 18–30, 
we have a dedicated page bursting 
with information to help you take the 
next step. You will also find more 
information about the NMTF (National 

Market Traders 
Federation) and a link 
to their start-up guide. 
You can find out more 
about the support 
available here.

Our Market 
Manager, Adrian 
has over 40 years’ 
of market trading 
experience. Adrian 
is happy to talk 
to you about 
what Leighton 
Buzzard Market has to offer, 
share his expertise, and chat to you 
about your plans. You can contact 
him on 07812 088116 or by email:                                     
markets@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

T: Market Manager on 07812 088116             /leightonbuzzardmarket                          

/market_LB  #LBMarket  E:Markets@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk           
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BENEFITS of 
GARDENING 
TACTIC is excited to announce the start 
of their garden renovation ready for the 
summer.

This will create many learning 
opportunities for young 

people such as
creativity, 

planning and design, upcycling pallets to 
build modern garden furniture, learning 
to use tools, planting seeds and growing 
their own herbs and vegetables. 
Not only does this project offer a chance 
to learn lots of valuable skills, it’s also 
a great volunteering opportunity to add 
to a CV and will contribute to many 
therapeutic, growing, cooking and 
BBQing experiences for the future. 
Gardening helps people relax, can help 
to build self-esteem, confidence, social 
skills, resilience, supports overall mental 

health and so much more.
Once complete, the garden will 

offer a safe relaxed space for 
young people to enjoy as well 
as feeling proud of what they 
have achieved. If you know 

of a young person aged 
12-19 years who could 
benefit from this project, 
please contact TACTIC 
on 01525 373838.

Know a young person 
worthy of this award ...?
The Town Council presented 
the very first two Young 
People awards in December 
2020 and we’re now 
looking to award other 
young people who 
have overcome 
challenges or 
completed personal 
achievements. 
The deadline will 
likely be September 
2021 and to find out more on when 
to nominate someone, please keep 
an eye on the TACTIC web page:                                                    
www.tactic-centre.co.uk

Your local friendly & 
approachable solicitors. 

Continued from 
front page.

Leighton-Linslade Town Council is one of 
only 50 (out of 10,000) parish councils to 
achieve this accreditation. To do so, 52 
criteria had to be met showing evidence of 

best practice, good 
governance, sound 
staff and financial 
management, 
partnership working 
and innovative 
community projects 
– such as the 
outdoor gyms, 
table tennis tables, 
free town centre 
Wi-Fi, town centre 
support, refurbished 
bike tracks and 
work towards 
prevention of crime 
and support of 
biodiversity. 

Visit our website, www.fairtrade.org.uk

Council staff enjoying some Fairtrade goodies.

,

QUALITY GOLD 
awarded for:               

Best practice
Excellence
Innovation

Improvement
Community

FAIRTRADE

Leighton Buzzard Action Day
Central Bedfordshire Council’s Community 
Safety Team is arranging a series of action 
days across Central Bedfordshire with the 
first one being held in Leighton Buzzard on 
13 July 2021.

They will be working with a 
variety of partner agencies 
including, Leighton-Linslade 
Town Council, Bedfordshire 

Police, Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service, 
their Highways and Housing Teams, local 
community groups, youth and sport clubs 
and many others.

The aim of the action days are to help 
build resilient communities, make visible 
improvements and make residents aware 
of what services can be offered, whilst 
providing them with the opportunity to 
meet and speak with various departments 
from not only the council but also other 
organisations who are available to provide 
residents with help and support in the 
community.

For more information contact: 
community.safety@
centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

 

Continued from front page. 
We know how familiar many people are 
now with the Fairtrade mark and what 
it means, which is a fantastic result 
of our fifteen years of campaigning. 
However, the majority of trade is still not 
fair and we will continue to 

campaign, engage and partner with the 
local community to change that. To mark 
our anniversary, and to coincide with the 
UK's hosting of COP26 (UN Conference 
on Climate Change taking place in 
Glasgow in November 2021), we are 
inviting everyone to get involved with our 
latest activity which is explained below. 
Thank you to everyone in the town for 
your support over the last fifteen years 
and here's to continuing our journey 
towards a fairer future.' 
The Town’s status is renewed 
bi-annually to ensure that Fairtrade 
principles are upheld. They include 
the presence of a local steering group 
to raise awareness and promote the 
movement encouraging residents and 
businesses to sell or buy Fairtrade 
products. The local council must pass 
a resolution supporting Fairtrade 
and serve Fairtrade products, e.g., in 
meetings.  
"It’s a great achievement for the local 
Fairtrade steering group and the Town 
Council to reach 15 years’ worth of 
activity, said the Mayor, Cllr Farzana 
Kharawala. Let’s all continue building 
local support and awareness for 

Fairtrade products and think about 
the impact of our buying habits and 
look for that Fairtrade logo to guide 
our purchasing whenever we can".
Campaign work isn’t all about 
dressing up in banana costumes, 

but it does attract attention. Now that we 
have your attention, in the September 
edition of About Town, we will publish 
a template for you to use and record 
in picture, poem or other format, your 
hopes for the future to send a message 
to the leaders of world countries when 
they are in the UK in November for the 
COP26 gathering. Fairtrade Leighton-
Linslade will be inviting everyone to 
get involved in our latest activity. In the 
meantime, if you want to explore the link 
between climate issues and Fairtrade 
farmers, you can read information on 
the Fairtrade website.

http://www.tactic-centre.co.uk
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk
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PRICING GUIDELINES
1/4 page 8.7 x 12.7cm (portrait) £52.20+ VAT
1/8 page 8.7 x 6cm (landscape) £31.30 + VAT                                                                 
1/2 page 18 x 12.7cm (landscape) £82.80 + VAT
Full page 21 x 29.7cm £166.89 + VAT 

EDITORIAL DEADLINES 2021  
Sept/Oct (Fri 16 July) Nov/Dec (Fri 24 Sept) 
Jan/Feb 2022 (Mon 15 Nov)
We reserve the right to review pricing. For more information 
contact Vivien Cannon on 01525 631924.

In celebration of Carnival cultural 
traditions - the sights, sounds and 
community sharing.
There is usually a buzz in town on Carnival Day and this year 
it is special, as it’s an anniversary year for what is now the 
longest running community event in our town. 
Saturday 10 July will see the 60th carnival event of modern 
time in the Town. The event had become run-down during the 
1950s and wasn’t held between 1959-1961 and this year’s 
theme of ‘1962 Revisited’ is a tribute to the revival of Leighton-
Linslade Carnival in 1962 by the late Peter Lymbery and his 
Leighton Buzzard Youth Club. It has run continuously ever 
since (including an online version in 2020 due to COVID-19). 

The Leighton-Linslade Carnival would usually combine a 
procession with a fayre including activities and events in 
Parson’s Close Recreation Ground. This year due to COVID-19 
it will be a longer than ever procession winding its way around 
the town. The Carnival Committee’s biggest aim is to foster 
great community spirit and to involve all the local residents 

and the general public from further afield 
to enjoy this much-loved event. One 
of the biggest benefits is the financial 
support that the Carnival Committee  

provide to many local charities and causes through their 
fundraising achieved through the Carnival event.

Carnival is celebrated 
internationally in various ways. We 
learnt that Luton’s Carnival is also 
celebrating their 45th anniversary 

year. In 1976 the first Carnival as it is currently known, took 
place celebrating the 100th anniversary of Luton becoming 
a Borough. Unlike the Leighton-Linslade Carnival, the fayre  
element declined and a procession grew into what it is today 
with a fusion of English and Caribbean traditions of carnival.  

The UK Centre for Carnival Arts (UKCCA), was set up in 
Luton in 2009. Their work involves promoting excellence 
within carnival arts and champion the work of Carnival Groups 
across the UK and facilitate carnival education in Luton and the 
surrounding areas. 

It is celebration 
all round and the 
Town Council has 
liaised with both 
organisations 
to help us all 
celebrate the 
varied traditions 
and styles 
of carnival. 
UKCCA has 
delivered Town 
Council funded 
costume and 
mask workshops with TACTIC’s young people who will join the 
walking procession this year for a short distance. 

Saturday 
10 July

Five of our open spaces have been awarded 
Green Flag Status, including Pages Park, 
Parson’s Close Recreation Ground, Linslade 
Memorial Playing Fields and Garden of 
Remembrance, Linslade Recreation Ground and 
Vandyke Road Cemetery.

To download guidance notes and an application form visit:                                   
www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/your-community/grants-and-awards/ 

GRANTS 
2021-2022

Would your group like a grant                         
from the Town Council?

CARNIVAL
Mark Freeman, Carnival Committee Chair said, “It is exciting 
to see the collaboration between UKCCA and TACTIC to help 
celebrate the 60th modern 
Carnival in our town, and 
the 45th anniversary 
of Luton 
Carnival. 
This is a 
wonderful 
opportunity 
for young 
people in 
Leighton-
Linslade 
to work 
alongside 
people from 
another community towards 
a common aim – the celebration of 
Carnival.”

The timing of Leighton-Linslade’s 
Carnival uniquely fits with the 
UKCCA’s  'National Children's Carnival 

Week (12 – 18) July 2021. The theme for National Children's Carnival Week is 'Once Upon a 
Time', which will spark children's imagination by creating costumes and props that tell stories. Accompanied by dance and 
music, children will develop an in-school or community celebration that will provide uplifting experiences and enable children 
to reconnect through creativity. UKCCA is inviting community groups and schools to get involved. For more information, 
please contact: Clary Salandy, Artistic Director & Programme Co-ordinator UKCCA, via clary@carnivalarts.org.uk or phone 
07824 774 123. www.carnivalarts.org.uk. If you are a group and would like to book a lorry for your Leighton-Linslade 
Carnival float entry, please contact S&J Pierce directly on 01525 850009 and they will help you with your booking. 

 For more 2021 Carnival 
information, go to the website:                               

www.leightoncarnival.co.uk

Are you involved with a 
voluntary, community, 
charity or other not-for-profit 
organisation which could use 
a grant of £500 for a project to 
benefit the local community? 
You can now apply online 
for a grant to be given in 
November 2021. Funding 

must be used within a year. 
Visit our website to view the 
terms and conditions and to 
apply: 
https//www.leightonlinslade-tc.
gov.uk/grants-and-awards/
If you are an arts or sports 
related organisation, please 

approach the Leighton-
Linslade Arts Forum or 
Sports Council about grant 
funding. 

Closing Date is Friday 15 
October, for consideration 
by committee on Monday 1 
November.

The easiest way to read our bi-monthly 
newsletter is to: 

       to
Straight to your e-mail box every time.

CLICK BELOW
www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/about-town-newsletters/

Download 
the APP 
TODAY

Community Volunteer Awards 2022 
The Town Council was delighted to present 3 awards for longstanding 
voluntary service in 2021 and we are now accepting nominations for the 2022 
awards. 
Do you know someone who deserves to be recognised for their voluntary work in the 
town? To find out more and to download a nomination form visit our website.

Please visit our website: www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/grants-and-awards/

ACCEPTING 
NOMINATIONS 

http://www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/grants-and-awards/
http://www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/grants-and-awards/
http://www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/grants-and-awards/ 


• Allotments
• Cemeteries
• Christmas Illuminations
• Community Events & Promotions
• Grants to Voluntary Organisations
• Markets
• Parks and Open Spaces
• Pavilions – Astral Park, Pages

Park, Linslade Memorial Pavilion
• TACTIC - Teenage Advice & 

Information Centre
• Multi-Storey Car Park Toilets

Leighton-Linslade Town 
Council is responsible for:
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Leighton-Linslade Town Council,The White House, Hockliffe Street, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 1HD  Main switchboard: 01525 631920 info@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Whilst every effort has been taken to provide accurate information, the Council does not accept any liability for error or omission for information on 
services it is not directly responsible for. The Town Council does not necessarily endorse any business using advertising space.
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FreeFlow
A Complete Drainage Service

A Division of UK traders INC Limited

Leighton Buzzard’s Drainage Company

Blocked Drain Clearance . Drain Jetting
Colour CCTV Inspection

Excavation & Repair
Free Quotation Service

Drain Clearance £55ph+VAT
(most jobs completed under 1hr)

No Call Out Charge
(within 10 miles of Leighton Buzzard)

24hr Emergency Drain Clearance

Please call us on
Tel: 01525 634070 or 07928 652013

Email: freeflowmk@gmail.com

Company No. 04730483      -     VAT No. 829 5367 90
13 Ashburnham Crescent, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard 

Beds. LU7 2PB

FULLY INSURED

We welcome your 

We welcome your feedback on the 
services we provide. Please email 
any comments you may have to: 

info@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

• Community Safety
• Health & Social Care 

Education
• Housing
• Homelessness
• Planning
• Leisure & Countryside
• Waste & Recycling
• Transport, Roads &       

Parking

Central Bedfordshire 
Council is responsible for:

DISCOVER YOUR LOCA
LHI

STO
RY
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GET AHEAD - 
WEAR A CAP! 
A school cap once worn by 
the pupils of Beaudesert 
School, showing the date the 
school was founded - 1813. 
The cap dates from the 
1920s and shows pride in the 
school’s pioneering history.
It was set up by the 
nonconformist faiths Quakers, 
Methodists and Baptists 

who believed that poor 
children and their parents 
should learn to read and 
write. The school is now on 
Appenine Way about a mile 
from its original birthplace in 
Beaudesert 
where 
boys, 

girls and their parents got 
their first education.

The school was founded 
more than 60 years before 
education for children 
became compulsory, but 

there was clearly a need. 
In two years from 

November 1813, 
192 boys and 212 

girls attended the 
school in the day, 
plus 147 boys 

and 110 girls in 
the evening. On 
Sundays 28 adults 

learned to read the 
bible.

The first recorded 
headmaster was Jabez 
Inwards who left the school 
in 1837 because he was 
much in demand as a 
public lecturer and went to 
work for the Temperance 
Movement. He moved to 
London and wrote a series 
of booklets on Temperance. 
As well as preaching on the 
evils of drink he lectured 
on such diverse subjects 
as astronomy and life 
assurance. He had a drinking 
fountain erected in his honour 
in Kentish Town in London 
and is buried in Highgate 
Cemetery.

What Local HISTORY will you discover, in the next issue …
For more information visit our 
website: www.lbdahs.org.uk

http://www.lbdahs.org.uk

