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Sports Facilities - on our doorstep!

Children's Trail - Half Term activity

EVENTS - 2021 update

CBC - Inspiring Music
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May/June 2021

The newsletter for residents of Leighton Buzzard and Linslade 
Published by Leighton-Linslade Town Council MAY BANK HOLIDAYS

Monday (03 May & 31 May)

Town Council Spending
Town Council operations and services are primarily funded through the Council Tax 
paid by residents of Leighton-Linslade. Additional income is generated by the Town 
Council through the hire of venues and facilities, allotment and market rents and 
provision of cemetery services. For full breakdown - visit our website.

Young People’s idea 
turned into action.
Young people engaged in a 
short survey undertaken by our 
TACTIC youth workers in 2019 
and fed back that they thought 
table tennis tables would be 
good to have in our parks. The 
Grounds and Environmental 
Services Committee received 
their recommendation and now 
we have free to use outdoor table 
tennis tables in the parks managed 
by the Town Council. We hope you 
enjoy the new tables. 
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Some examples of how the Town Council spends your money.



COUNCIL MEETINGS 2021

Supporting the Mayor's chosen charities:

At the time of writing, the legal position for 
Council meetings after 7 May is unclear. Below 
are the meetings anticipated to take place, all 
at 1930 hours unless otherwise stated. Any 
changes and further details on the meeting 
format will be available on the Town Council 
website nearer the time.

May 2021
Thu  06   Older Persons Sub Committee (1000 hrs) 
Mon 10  Grants & Awards Sub Committee
Wed 12  Planning & Transport Committee
Mon 17  COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Thu  27  Market Sub Committee (1030 hrs)
June 2021
Wed 02  Planning & Transport Committee
Mon 07  Grounds & Environmental Services
Mon 14  Cultural & Economic Services
Thu  17  Partnership Committee
Mon  21 Policy & Finance Committee
Wed  23 Planning & Transport Committee
Mon  28  COUNCIL

I hope this 
newsletter edition 

finds you safe and 
well and that you are 

looking forward to slowly 
returning to your normal routine as 
soon as restrictions are eased. I 
know from a number of conversations 
I have had that this last lockdown 
has been particularly challenging for 
everyone and there have been so 
many personal struggles, without 
exception. My thanks go to all of you 
that have shown great patience in 
helping to keep us all safe by staying 
at home and following the guidelines.

On Sunday 28 February my 
Civic Service was held online, in 
recognition of all those that support 
our community. I was delighted to be 
able to announce the winners of our 
first Leighton-Linslade Community 
Volunteer Awards: Rose Gunter, 
Stuart Clarke and Katrina Boyce. All 
three individuals continue to work 
tirelessly to serve and help others and 
we are so proud to recognise these 
three individuals for their tremendous 
efforts. Thanks must also go to All 
Saints Church for enabling this annual 
event to take place in a very different 
way this year.

Throughout March I ran a series of 
events for Mindful March, all aimed 

at helping emotional wellbeing and 
mental health. The feedback from 
these events has been extremely 
positive and if these events have 
helped even one person, then the 
effort has been worthwhile. 

As Mayor, my thoughts are never 
far from how I can support my three 
chosen charities, Chums Charity, 
Homestart Central Beds and 
Macmillan Cancer Support (Leighton-
Linslade branch). I have managed 
to organise some online fundraising 
events, the most recent being another 
online Pamper Time Evening, which 
raised £260.00. The charities are so 
grateful to those that are supporting 
these events as every amount raised 
is going towards helping others in their 
time of need. Please do join me at my 
future online events and hopefully very 
soon some actual physical events too. 
The easiest way to stay in touch is to 
subscribe to the Mayor’s newsletter 
on the Town Council website.

I’d like to reassure all parishioners 
that the Town Council continues to 
work hard for the parish and in spite 
of the many challenges, we continue 
in our endeavours to make our town a 
wonderful place to live and work. 

For now, please continue to keep 
yourself and those around you safe 
by adhering to the rules regarding 
COVID-19 and let’s work together 
so that we can enjoy our lives once 
again.
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MEETINGS

           HALF-TERM ACTIVITY
Free challenge-based activity map, allows 
young followers of the Trail to seek out the 
hidden treasures and delight in the discovery 
of something unusual, in unnoticed places, up 
above their heads or at their feet and use their 
own imaginations to interpret the meanings 
of the shadows, words and sculptures they 
discover. Visit our website to download the 
activity map.  
www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/the-childrens-trail/

Looking for an online group 
you can join? 55 or over?
The Town Council’s new 55up webpage features 
some externally run groups that might interest you. 
With specific focus on those experiencing loneliness 
and groups catering for additional needs. Look at the 
new 55up page leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/55up.
Created as part of the Town Council's Objective 
No.27; to consider ways to support the increase 
in leisure activities for older people. 

http://leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/55up
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N YOUR IMAGINATION I’m claiming my one gallon jar! 
This one gallon jar from the Wine Bar at the Corn 
Exchange in Lake Street clearly belonged to someone.                                           
It was stamped with the name of the licensee and his 

establishment - part as advertising and also to prevent 
the jar going missing. 

William Farmbrough was the licensee of the Wine bar in the Corn Exchange 
from 1903 until his death in 1931. He lived during that time with his wife not far 
away at 30 Albany Road. She took over the license when he died. 
The Corn Exchange, an enormous building, was the centre of social life in the town 
during this period with many dances, concerts, exhibitions and stage shows from the 
West End. Farmbrough provided the drinks for such events as well as operating a 
wine bar.
These jars were commonplace in the 19th and early 20th centuries and used by 
pubs to store wine and spirits. People could buy a jar of port or other wine and have 
it delivered. They had to return it afterwards. A system very much on trend now with 
our environmental mantra: reuse, recycle, reduce. 

A one gallon 
jar with the 
words William 
Farnbrough 
and Leighton 
Buzzard 
stamped on it.

What Local HISTORY will you discover, in the next issue …

DID YOU KNOW?
SPORTS LOCATIONS
Take a look at our website ... 
Over the last year we have all become used to spending more time outdoors, it 
has been great to see so many people enjoying the amazing parks and green 
spaces our town has to offer.
Did you know that the Town Council owns and maintains a variety of outdoor 
sports facilities, including BMX tracks, outdoor gyms, tennis courts, a basketball 
court, a skatepark and our new and very exciting table tennis tables! 

Visit: https://www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/sports-locations/ to explore and 
find out more about what free outdoor sports facilities are on your doorstep! 

                           For more information visit our 
website: www.lbdahs.org.uk

Facilities in our parks include:
Parson's Close Recreation Ground:
Free to use Skate Park
Free to use Multi Sports area
Free to use Beach (opening late May)
Free to use Splash ‘n’ Play (opening late May)
Free to use 2 Table Tennis Tables

Linslade Memorial Playing Fields                              
and Garden of Remembrance:
Cricket Table
3 Tennis Courts run by Linslade Tennis Club
Free to use Table Tennis Table

Pages Park:
3 Fine turf croquet lawns
Cricket Table
Free to use Basketball Court
Free to use Tennis Court
Free to use Outdoor Gym
Free to use Table Tennis Table

Danes Way Park:
Free to use BMX Track

Linslade Recreation Ground:
Free to use Table Tennis Table
Free to use Outdoor Gym

Astral Park:
15 Football pitches - 3 Adult and 12 Junior pitches
Free to use Outdoor Gym
Free to use Running Track

Vandyke Road Playing Field:
Free to use BMX Track

https://www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/sports-locations/ 
http://www.lbdahs.org.uk


Contact Us: T: 01525 373838
or message on M: 07958624548                       
E: tactic@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk  

Do you want to make a 
difference in your area? 

Do you want to Influence change and 
contribute to new ideas, be included in 
the planning and delivery of projects, 
campaigns or just support local initiatives?

‘Whether you want to be a leader, a 
supporter, give a bit of time, develop 
skills or be part of a group that makes 
things better for young people and the 
community in your area, WE ARE YOUTH 
can provide you with an opportunity 
to voice your opinions and raise your 
concerns, ideas, influence our programme 
and much much more.

Groups such as WE ARE YOUTH exist 
to represent the views of young people, 
giving you the opportunity to have a voice, 
discuss issues, engage with decision 
makers and contribute to improving and 
developing services for young people.

Additionally, we offer Volunteer training, 
including First Aid training for those who 
want to join WE ARE YOUTH. This 
training is also open to young people who 
sign up to volunteer at Leighton Buzzard’s 
Mencap High 5’s group and we aim to do 
our first training session in May half term.

Come along and see how you can make 
a difference!

The Town Council operated market includes a waste collection service within 
the cost of the pitch. The £19 (permanent trader) or £23 (casual trader) prices 
for a 3m x 3m pitch, can include provision of a gazebo and tables which are 
set-up and dismantled for traders. Does that sound like a good deal?
We think that deal is greatly enhanced by 
our improved waste management approach. 
When our traders and customers help 
us embrace the environmental mantra 
of Reduce, Re-use and Recycle, we are 
all winners. A significant step in the right 
direction.

REDUCE:  
At Leighton 
Buzzard 
Market we 
always promote 
the positive 
message of 
shopping local 
and at the 
market can help 
you reduce your travel, as well as help to 
support our local economy.

RE-USE:  A selection of traders already 
use recycled jars for their produce. In 
addition, many of our traders are happy 
for you to fill your own jars, bags and 
boxes. Please don’t be shy in bringing 
cartons, jars, etc., from home and asking 
traders to use them.

RECYCLE:  We had previously 
introduced a crisp packet recycling 
collection on the market which proved 
popular. At the time of drafting this article, 
the Council is ascertaining whether 

the recycling 
contractor is 
continuing the 
service.

What happens to the waste 
produced on market days? 

T: Market Manager on 07812 088116             /leightonbuzzardmarket                          /market_LB 
#LBMarket  E:Markets@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

YOUNG PEOPLE

Customer 
newsletter

Environmental 
information

ABOUT TOWN @LLTCNews 5



After a year of cancellations and postponements 
in 2020, our summer events programme is back! 
Although it may look and feel different to usual, we are 
confident that the programme which has been put together is 
deliverable over the coming months whilst the roadmap out 

of lockdown takes place. We 
will, of course, be monitoring 
guidance from central 
government relevant to each 
of our events and adapting our 
plans as necessary. 

To ensure we are able to adhere to social distancing at our 
events this summer, we are introducing a reservation system 
for the first time at all of our events. Reservations will be free to 
make and will be able to be made online or by phone prior to 
each event taking place. 

Our popular Music in the Park programme will 
resume in Parson’s Close Recreation Ground 
from Sunday 06 June with performances from 

local orchestral, wind and jazz bands throughout the summer. 
Concerts will run weekly until Sunday 05 September (1500 hrs). 

The popular Canal Festival takes another year off 
due to the pandemic but is replaced by Films in the 
Paddocks at Tiddenfoot Waterside Park on Saturday 
31 July and Sunday 01 August. Viewers will be able

to enjoy five films suitable for a wide age range throughout the 
weekend. 

Our Big Lunch has not only changed date for 2021 but 
has changed venue and duration too! Held in Parson’s 
Close Recreation Ground on Saturday 21 & Sunday 
22 August, the Big Lunch will host a selection of foods 
from around the world with live stage performances 

from Mariachi Tequila and party band Revolve throughout the 
weekend.  

Last Night of the Proms returns on 11 September 
to Parson’s Close Recreation Ground, featuring live 
musical performances from our Proms orchestra 

and the chance to watch the Last Night of the 
Proms screened directly from the Royal 
Albert Hall in London alfresco, enjoying      
a picnic with friends and family.

As always, keep monitoring the 
Council's website and social media 
channels for any changes. 

Linslade

LEIGHTON-LINSL ADE
TO W N  C O U N C I L
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We are introducing a 
reservation system to all our 
events to adhere to social 
distancing guidelines.

FreeFlow
A Complete Drainage Service

A Division of UK traders INC Limited

Leighton Buzzard’s Drainage Company

Blocked Drain Clearance . Drain Jetting
Colour CCTV Inspection

Excavation & Repair
Free Quotation Service

Drain Clearance £55ph+VAT
(most jobs completed under 1hr)

No Call Out Charge
(within 10 miles of Leighton Buzzard)

24hr Emergency Drain Clearance

Please call us on
Tel: 01525 634070 or 07928 652013

Email: freeflowmk@gmail.com

Company No. 04730483      -     VAT No. 829 5367 90
13 Ashburnham Crescent, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard 

Beds. LU7 2PB

FULLY INSURED

4        Leighton-Linslade  Town Council Official                                   ABOUT TOWN
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PRICING GUIDELINES
1/4 page 8.7 x 12.7cm (portrait) £52.20+ VAT
1/8 page 8.7 x 6cm (landscape) £31.30 + VAT 
1/2 page 18 x 12.7cm (landscape) £82.80 + VAT
Full page 21 x 29.7cm £166.89 + VAT 

EDITORIAL DEADLINES 2021  
July/Aug (Mon 24 May) Sept/Oct (Fri 16 July) 
Nov/Dec (Fri 24 Sept) Jan/Feb 2022 (Mon 15 Nov)
We reserve the right to review pricing. For more information 
contact Vivien Cannon on 01525 631924.

Bedfordshire Employment 
and Skills Service  
Information, Advice and                                  
Guidance Service 
Advisers provide FREE one-to-one support to any 
resident who is 19+ whether unemployed, furloughed, at 
risk of redundancy or employed. 

Advisers can help with: 
• Finding appropriate courses and

qualifications

• Writing a CV or making
improvements to CVs

• Job searching

• Making job applications

• Interview preparation

• Identifying skills and areas for
development

• Assessing transferable skills for
working in different sectors

• Preparing for career progression

• Links with employers who are recruiting

• Links with sector based work academies

Advisers are ready to give one-to-one support with 
finding work, learning opportunities, a career change or 
career progression.

Ask an adviser for support: 
Web: https://tinyurl.com/NCScontactus    
Email: NCS@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk      

Tel: 

The easiest way to read our bi-
monthly newsletter is to: 

 to
Straight to your e-mail box every time.

CLICK BELOW
www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/about-town-newsletters/

Leighton-Linslade
COVID-19 Task Force
The Task Force comprises 
of representatives from 
faith, the community, 
homeless service, the Town 
Council and Bedfordshire 
and Luton Emergency 
Volunteer Executive as well 
as a corps of volunteers. 
The Task Force provides 
food parcels to those 
who find themselves in 

desperate 
immediate 
need, as 
well as 
arranging 
the collection of urgent 
prescriptions.
If you need help, or know 
of someone else who 
does, please telephone 
07960 873554 or complete 
the online form at:
www.centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk/covidhelp

NEWS

Download 
the APP 
TODAY

01525 631920   www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk @LLTCNews

Please 
don’t be 

a rubbish                  
visitor

https://tinyurl.com/NCScontactus
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/covidhelp
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/covidhelp


6  Leighton-Linslade  Town Council Official ABOUT TOWN

LEISURE

9:15am until 
9:45am: 
Musical 
Superstars

The Town Council is proud to have financially supported the Leighton-Linslade 
Music Centre with grant funding for a number of years. The Centre usually 
operates on Saturday mornings during term time and since the advent of the 
pandemic, Central Bedfordshire Council’s Inspiring Music service has worked 
hard to be able to provide an opportunity for budding musicians to play online. 
There are virtual sessions available for both absolute beginners and more 
experienced musicians, as well as the Musical Explorers session specifically for 
those with SEND needs. 
To find out more, please visit: 
https://www.inspiringmusic.co.uk/centres/overview

9:50am until 
10:35am: 
Sinfonia

For String players and suitable for players Grade 3 and above. 
We know that playing together in school ensembles, music centre 
groups and orchestras is not currently possible so do come along 
and join us.

10am until 
10:30am: 
Recorder Stars 
(new session)

For complete beginners. You only require your own Descant 
recorder which can be purchased for around £5 online. Learn the 
basics of playing your instrument. Learn how to make a nice sound 
and blow away your parents with your progress.

10:40am until 
11:10am: 
Ukelele Magic 
(new session)

For complete beginners. You only require your own ukulele 
(purchase for around £20 online). The basics of playing your 
instrument. Learn how to strum, pick and sing your way to 
ensemble happiness.

11:15am until 
11:40am: 
Musical 
Explorers 
(SEND)

For those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
An interactive music session. A musical adventure each week 
to explore different soundscapes using Soundbeam technology. 
Listening, grooving, and playing together, being creative, expressive, 
and having fun whilst developing key music and social skills.

11:45am until 
12:30pm: 
Wind Band

For participants who are currently learning a wind, brass and 
percussion instrument and is suitable for players grade 2 to 6. Play 
pieces from a range of musical styles. A great chance to practice 
your sightreading. There will be musical games and lots of fun!

To find out more,                    
please visit:        

https://www.
inspiringmusic.co.uk/

centres/overview
WORKING IN 

PARTNERSHIP

For beginner students who have already learnt their first notes and is 
suitable for all types of instruments (not vocal). If you have an instrument 
or you have just started to play one, this is for you. How to read music, 
musical awareness games and we will learn pieces of music together.

Timetable for Saturday online sessions

https://www.inspiringmusic.co.uk/centres/overview
https://www.inspiringmusic.co.uk/centres/overview
https://www.inspiringmusic.co.uk/centres/overview
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Leighton-Linslade Town Council,The White House, Hockliffe Street, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 1HD  Main switchboard: 01525 631920 info@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Whilst every effort has been taken to provide accurate information, the Council does not accept any liability for error or omission for information on 
services it is not directly responsible for. The Town Council does not necessarily endorse any business using advertising space.

W: www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.ukW: www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

BROOKLANDS BROOKLANDS GROVEBURY

GROVEBURY GROVEBURY

LESTON

PLANETS PLANETS PLANTATION PLANTATION

ST GEORGE'S ST GEORGE'S

PLANTATION

SOUTHCOTT SOUTHCOTT SOUTHCOTT SOUTHCOTT

MEET YOUR TOWN COUNCILLORS

BARNABAS BARNABAS BARNABAS

VACANCY

Cllr Mark Freeman
Independent

Tel: 01525 379216
Mark.Freeman@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Russ Goodchild
Liberal Democrat
Tel: 07539 225192
Russ.Goodchild@

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Steve Owen
Liberal Democrat
Tel: 07973 318383

Steve.Owen@
leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Dave Bowater
Conservative

Tel: 01525 375308
Dave.Bowater@

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Amanda Dodwell
Conservative

Tel: 01525 378418
Amanda.Dodwell@

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Anne Gray
Liberal Democrat
Tel: 07749 757263

Anne.Gray@
leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Farzana Kharawala (Mayor)
Conservative

Tel: 01525 850795
Farzana.Kharawala@

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Jeremy Silverstone
Conservative

Tel: 07949 586944
Jeremy.Silverstone@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Sheona Hemmings
Conservative

Tel: 07528 889124
Sheona.Hemmings@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Stephen Jones
Conservative

Tel: 01525 631874
Steve.Jones@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Ray Berry
Conservative

Tel: 07876 340734
Ray.Berry@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Morris (Deputy Mayor)
Conservative

Tel: 07956 311450
Tony.Morris@

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Spurr
Conservative

Tel: 0300 300 8558
Brian.Spurr@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Victoria Harvey
Independent

Tel: 07815 817108
Victoria.Harvey@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Daniel Scott
Labour

Tel: 01525 370695
Daniel.Scott@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Karen Cursons
Conservative

Tel: 07702 587657
Karen.Cursons@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Clive Palmer
Conservative

Tel: 01525 378526
Clive.Palmer@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Gordon Perham
Conservative

Tel: 01525 371204
Gordon.Perham@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Peter Snelling
Liberal Democrat
Tel: 01525 376760
Peter.Snelling@                   

leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

GROVEBURY
Cllr Robert Yates

Conservative
Tel: 07476 868787

Robert.Yates@
leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

by-election 6 May 2021

 TOWN COUNCILLORS
Volunteer 
Local 
Councillors 
are elected by 
the community 
to decide how 
the Council 
should carry 
out its various 
activities. 

They 
represent 
public interest 
as well as 
individuals 
living within 
the ward in 
which they 
have been 
elected to 
serve a term 
of office.

Your local friendly & 
approachable solicitors. 

• Allotments
• Cemeteries
• Christmas Illuminations
• Community Events & Promotions
• Grants to Voluntary Organisations
• Markets
• Parks and Open Spaces
• Pavilions – Astral Park, Pages

Park, Linslade Memorial Pavilion
• TACTIC - Teenage Advice & 

Information Centre
• Multi-Storey Car Park Toilets

Leighton-Linslade Town 
Council is responsible for:

We welcome your 

We welcome your feedback on the 
services we provide. Please email 
any comments you may have to:                      

info@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Central Bedfordshire Council 
is responsible for:

Community Safety • Health & Social Care 
Education • Housing • Homelessness

Planning • Leisure & Countryside
Waste & Recycling

Transport, Roads & Parking




