There's a green place for evervone somewhene
in Leighton Buzeand & Linslade. Enpoy a quiet
walk in the woods or get fit fast on the fitness
equipment; play a hard game of foothall or a
cjiset game ol i RO walk 1o a concer! al the
bandstand or just take the children to a bocal
play area o bum excess energy! Whatever vou
clos, whierever you go, even g«l-'lllhﬂ exercise will
help you feel better and live longer,

Below; a concerl at Parson's Close

Righi: & gavwe ol
Cropue] i Fages

Park,

Bl pard of the Canal
Festiar! ai Ticfolerndoan
Warerside Park.

Do vou fancy a breath of fresh air?

This leaflet was prodeced by the Leighton-Linskade
P3 (Parish Path Partnership) proup o help you
explore the public foatpaths and green spaces of
historic Leighton-Linslade. P3 groups work with
Bediordshire County Council to improve and
encourage aocess o the countryside and green
spaces. Please contact us or the P3 afficer if you
find problems (such as paths in bad condition or
missing signsi om the iootpath netwark in Leighton-
Linslaile.
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Useiul confacts:
PT Officer (1234 228750
stevehalton@bedsce. gov.uk

Leighton Burzard P3 Group 1525 611920

Leighton-Linslade Town Council information abour the

Ioavin, open spaces and communily events 525 631930
hetpedfvwew foightonbiesbade-bc. gov, wks

The Greensand Trust works to conserve and poosmoie the

distincire landscape of the Grecnsand Ridige 01234 743666
htpefwanw preensand-trustoeg. k.

The Sandpil Praject promobes recreation and covservation

in Ledghton-f islade dod Hearh & Reach 525 I7RI0N
hrI'|:|'|'."'.n.1.'w.:..1rh;";|il:-|_1r4_1ktr.|_'r:|.|,.|k.-'

Leighton Buzzard Library (1523 371768
l!l"l'llm Burzard Ramblers obees the Eppo iy o wafk

dn & greiin N525 174790
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LEGH e BUR# AR axnd Lisisl anE have been thniving
seltlements for at least WK vears, The Thesoway
that runs to the south of the fown was an important
east-west route n Saxan times, and some of our

most important local place names are of Saxon
origin, ‘Tiddenfont” was Yringalord, the rfiver crossing
where Edwarnd the Elder made peace with the Danes
in ADM0E. The ongms of “Leighton Buzzard® ane
obscune, but Linslade was onoe Hiincgedad, "the sardy
hank heside a stream”,

Water and sand have influenced
Lejohton Buzzard and Linslade for nearly
hali a million vears

Thie Biver {]||H1-| i .II\H| theis 1'.I|||". il l.1|'|'r4 I thie By
sits out of the Greensand Ridee nearly half a million
vears apn, during the lce Ape. Now a much smaller
shrearm, il meanders acmss the Oueel Meadoes,
traclitional tlood mcadows o the norh of the lown,

For centunes quarries provided the sand and imnstone
usexd in local buildings. The completion of the Grand
Limion Canal i 1800 and raibway nes in 1818 and
1848 allowed bulk shaprment of sand to the Midlands
and London. By 1878 cans carrying samnd (oom the
quarries to the railhead and canal wharves caused

Ly i h |!..|r|1.1|.1l|l it R rr'|.|1|'\. it central ll'lﬁ_lj'lli ]
Buzzand ihal the Leighton Buzeard Light Railway was
built by the quarry owners. Both the Canal and the
Raibwary remain important features today,

Many old sand quarries are now hidden under
housing and industral develapment, bt soime that
ane chosing now 'will become green places for wildlile
and people. Tiddenfoo! Waterside Park shows what
can be achieved; it was quarried until the 1960«

The Landmark line of poplars were planted lor use as
matchwonod, but never felled
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Thee sanihy infertibe soils of the Greensand Ridpe
wore often belt as woodland, To the northwest
of the Biman, wow can visil fwia very different
winds separated only by a tence, Insects and
hirds thrive in the grass around the new trees of
Linslade Wi, Walk throwgh the gate at the top
of the hill o Bluehell Wiood amnd vou emer a
dark green, shaded world of ancient native frees,
In spring the woodland floor shimmers biue and
the scem of Buebells fills the air. Please dont
I|':l|'r k the Meraers: leave them v others o B
In contrast, scross the valley on the hills fo the
east are Heath Wood and Knolls Wood, planted
with exolic trees in the 1%9th cenfury.

Other things to see and do

Explore Leighton-Linslade's history and
landscape on a seli-guided walk around the
towvn, Look for Sandpit Prosect leatlels in the
library or contact them for more information,

Chnce you've walked the canal towpath rewand

wourasll with the chance o s e ioen Inom a

ilitterent 1"-|'W|I-|r|'||t. o the water! Take 4 cruise

wr hire a narmowhboat on the Grand Union Canal.
Wywern Shipping 01525 372355

This rusrrome PibLIRE rainbwany weas Dl im 12115
Fesiored by voduntecrs it s now an impaortand
centre for histonc raibways, offenng vissors a 5!
mile round trip from the station at Pages Park.

| 1-iﬁ"|‘-l- 1y B Fare] F».':.'|||'.'|.-.'|'I D155 373884

Thee Tiddenfoot Leisure Centre offers indoar
exercise facilities including two swimming pools,
IORUT SOILBTEN COLITS, BTk SALIT, l.-'.-1|"|Eh| ||.‘|||'|||'|g
arud a sports hall.

Wisit the wonderful new splash and play area
in Parson's Close, Spend the aftemoon siemning
toy the bhangd conoeEr on g summer Soandan

Al Ermicson,
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